


»» 2 - Objective
The IEF and the IGU will hold the 2nd  Ministerial Gas Forum on 24 November 2010 in Doha, Qatar, 
hosted by the State of Qatar. 

The First IEF-IGU, was held in Vienna, Austria, on 24 November 2008, with the participation of Ministerial 
delegations and industry leaders from 14 countries, 20 companies and 7 international organizations. 

During the 1st  IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum Ministers and industry leaders discussed the globalization 
of the natural gas markets and exchanged views on how partnership and cooperation, including 
between NOCs and IOCs, can be fostered to enable the development of the gas industry and the 
achievement of its full economic and environmental benefits. Participants underlined the need for an 
enhanced and open dialogue between producing and consuming countries to improve understanding 
and reduce uncertainties that hamper investment. The importance of extending JODI to natural gas to 
improve the transparency of the gas market was stressed. Expanding markets, their globalization and 
the development of capital intensive infrastructures require enhanced cooperation and a global and 
sustained dialogue between the natural gas stakeholders. Ministers and industry leaders affirmed that 
this 1st IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum was an important step forward in promoting and strengthening a 
global dialogue between natural gas producing and consuming countries.  

The 2nd  IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum will gather Ministers and gas industry leaders from producing, 
consuming and gas transit countries to discuss the changing dynamics of the gas markets and the 
challenges facing the natural gas industry. Participants will review key drivers of gas demand, production 
and trade in the medium and long term, in the context of the current economic crisis: 
•	 How will natural gas demand develop and will the power sector remain its main driver?
•	 What investment is needed along the gas supply chain – and in what time-frame? 
•	 How to reduce uncertainties surrounding investment in the natural gas value chain?
•	 How will the global economic crisis and the following recovery impact gas demand, investment and 

medium term gas supply?
•	 How will natural gas markets and policy evolve? What effects will new energy policies (more 

renewables, efficiency, regulation) have on gas demand?  
•	 What are the potential impediments to the development of a global market? 
•	 What role for transit countries?
•	 How will gas pricing policy evolve and what will the link to oil price be?
•	 What is the progress in the Gas Data Transparency Initiative and how can this be accelerated?
•	 What is the global impact of the structural change in the US natural gas market caused by the rise 

of unconventional gas? How will US LNG imports evolve and what impact will that have on inter-
regional trade? 

•	 What are the prospects for unconventional gas in other regions and how will it impact the gas 
markets?

These questions and many others related to the evolution of the gas market and the challenges it faces, 
will be addressed by the participants. 
The IEF-IGU Ministerial Gas Forum is structured around panel discussions and interactive debate under 
the Chatham House rule and limited to around 100 participants by invitation only. 


